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2016 ANNUAL MEETING, April 16

BOARD OFFICERS
Lori Trow, President
Ann Zimmerman, Vice Guest Speaker: JASON GAGE, Salina City Manager
President Business meeting 10:30 AM, Lunch 11:45 AM, Presentation 1 PM
Carla Strand, Secretary
Margaret Wyatt, Treasurer Street repair, river repair, economic All members should have received a
and Budget Chair development, a field house downtown, mailing in mid-March with the meet-
sales taxes and more are on the mind of ~ ing’s paperwork, including the Order of
Salina’s City manager Jason Gage, this Business, the Proposed Budget, and the
B(_)ARD MEMBERS year’s speaker at thge Salina Leaggue of nominee for treasllj,lrer. Marggaret Wyatt,
Elizabeth Bryan, at large Women Voters annual meeting. our current treasurer, has expressed her
Emma Doherty, Finance Drive On Saturday, April 16, at the _ willingness to serve (if elected) for
Donita Michaelsen, at large new location of Bayard’s Cafe, {”’ h“ one more two-year term.
Marge Mintun, at large 540 S. Broadway, the Salina = We will also be considering new
David Norlin, Membership League will conduct its business board members. The board has
Chair from 10:30 to 11:45. We will or- FEEREAE moved its monthly meetings to
Abner Pernev. Past President der from the Bayard’s menu for 5. . r.c. 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of
Y, lunch, and then Jason has the : the month at Sunrise Presbyterian
floor from 1:00 to 2:00. Our meeting is Church, 825 E. Beloit. We welcome
just four days before mail-in ballots go volunteers for new board members.
out to at all Salina homes. The coming year is full of candidates,
Join us for part or all of the day’s elections and important public issues.
events. League members are good Please mark your calendar for the
The League of Women Vot- company! upcoming annual meeting!
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT—Lori Trow

A lot of exciting events and ac-
tivities are happening over the next
seven months. April has our Salina
League annual meeting on the 16th -
and then on April 23, we are hosting
the State League Council in Sa-
lina. Voting for the mail-in election
about extending the increased sales
tax begins April 18.

July has the potential
for a candidate forum for
the August primary.
August will have the
primary, the Tri-Rivers Fair and our
Fall Issues Forum. Fall Lunch and
Learns begin in September. October
will be our Candidate Forum for the
November election.

This election season is going to
be s0-0-0-0-0 important for our
city, our state and our country. Itis
imperative that we work together
and work hard to make sure people
are registered to vote and that we

CALENDAR

APR
16
19
23

Annual Meeting

Board Meeting

LWVK Council Meeting
in Salina

MAY
19 Board Meeting
JUN
16 Board Meeting
JULY
21 Board Meeting

AUG
2 Primary Election, Fair Parade
18 Board Meeting
tba Fall Issues Forum

have informed voters. I believe we
have many opportunities to accom-
plish this, but we face many impor-
tant questions:

How do we get the younger
generation to register to voter??

¢ How do we get people living in
poverty to vote???

¢ How do we convince people
that their vote matters???

¢+ How do we get everyone to

We in the League need to be visi-
ble around the community. We
need to wear our League but-
tons. We need to use social media
to get our message out to the peo-
ple. We need to write letters to the
editor.

I'look forward to working with
all of our League members as we
strive to get the word out about the
elections.

—Lori

WHAT ARE “DIRECTIONS
TO THE BOARD”?

You may have noticed, in the
Otder of Business, both at the Salina
annual meeting April 16 and at the
Kansas LWV Council meeting April
23, a scheduled event late in the
meeting called “Directions to the
Board.”

What does that mean?

“Directions to the Board is a
chance for anyone at the meeting to
suggest a project, a topic, an attitude,
a correction, a change of course, an
encouragement, a complaint or any
other idea that 2 member considers
worth suggesting. We need your best
ideas. Share them at the Salina annual
meeting and LWVK Council.

“Directions to the Board”
(sometimes called “Guidance to the
Board”) is a tradition at every level of
the League of Women Voters—Iocal,
state and national. It gives every
member the opportunity to influence
the future direction of the organiza-
tion.

I YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

US President: Barack Obama
www.whitehouse.gov/contact
(202)456-1414

US SENATE: Pat Roberts
(202)224-4774
www.roberts.senate.qov

Jerry Moran (202) 224-6521
www.moran.senate.gov

US HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES:
Tim Huelskamp (202) 225-2715
www.huelskamp.house.gov

KANSAS

KS GOVERNOR: Sam Brownback
www.governor.ks.gov
877-KSWORKS (877-579-6757)

KS SENATE:

Tom Arpke 785-296-7369
Tom.Arpke@senate.ks.qov

KANSAS HOUSE of REPRE-
SENTATIVES:

Dist. 69—J.R. Claeys

785 296-7670
jrclaeys@house.ks.gov

Dist. 71—Diana Dierks
(785)296-7642
diana.dierks@house.ks.gov

Dist. 108—Steven Johnson
(785)296-7696
steven.johnson@house.ks.gov
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LWVK Brings Biennial “COUNCIL” to Salina—April 23

The Kansas League brings its “Council” to Salina on Sat-
urday, April 23. Come meet, eat, learn and share with League
members from across Kansas. State League events can be an

LWVK COUNCIL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
MORNING
9:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast

encouraging time, revealing the heart and brain power and 9:30 Opening Business Session - Introductions: Council
dedication of those across the state working toward better Chair and Council Committee, State Board Members,
government in Kansas. Local League Presidents, MLLD Coaches
USD 305 Superintendent Bill Hall will be the morning Organization of Council - Appoint Parliamentarian,
speaker, discussing “Legislative activity in Topeka and the Committee Appointments, Budget Adjustment, Cre-
Challenges it presents for Kansas Schools.” R Hdénltllalsf,épprloze Minutes, Action Motions, Elections
The afternoon presenter is Heidi Mehl, with the Nature CO an ol Local Leagles .
« c e L redentials Report, Declaration of Quorum, Adoption of
Conservancy “Healthy Streams Initiative in Kansas. He1d.1 is Council Rules, Adoption of Order of Business
from south-central Kansas. In a research trip as to the Altai  10.00  Co-Presidents Report (Carole Neale and Marge Ahrens)
Republic in Siberian Russia, she observed the importance of and Announcements
informing the public about their drinking water resources. 10:15 Break
Since then she has worked with rural and indigenous commu- 10:30  Speaker: Salina School Superintendent Bill Hall —
nities both in Kansas and internationally to find solutions to “Effect on Schools by State Education Funding”
water pollution and resource conflicts. Her work in Kansas ~ 11:15  Business Session IT - Call to Order, Credentials Report,
has led to collaborations and partnerships with Prairie Band 130 N T:reaf}lrerszeport o e & from ]
: : : : : : ominations from nominating committee rom Iloor
})Otf“watom.l Nation, Kickapoo Nation in Kansas, Haskell 3 7% - g 0000 GoE b 162017 LWVK Budget (Anita Kaiser)
ndian Nations University, as well as established water re-
1 the state. and Announcements
soufees groups in t 12:00 Lunch - Local League Highlights — 2015-2016

Come hear updates on the state study on Education, the

League’s participation in Vote411 (a national voter education AFTERNOON

website), LWVK efforts at voter registration and newly inten- 1:00  Speaker: Heidi Mehl, Nature Conservancy - the -
. . . . . . “Status of Kansas Water and the State Water Project”
sified involvement with the national LWV lawsuit against
. 2:00 Future of the League — Carole/Marge
Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach and Secretary of )
. ! 2:30 Break

Revenue Nick Jordan over the so-called Safe and Fair Elec-  5.45  Final Business Session - Call To Order. Credentials
tions (SAFE) Act. The inconvenient, costly requirements of Report, Adoption of Final Credentials Committee,
the SAFE Act have so far led to about 35,000 voter regis- Endowment Fund Report, Adoption of 2016-2017
trants being found ineligible to vote, even when their actions LWV-K Budget, Action Resolutions, Adoption of
would have qualified them to vote in neatly every other state Resolutions
in the U.S. Directions to the Board

In even years, the Kansas League of Women Voters holds Election of Officers and Directors and Presentation of
its Council, a gathering of all the Local Leagues and the state _ New State Board

: 3:45 Adjourn

board, to conduct business. . .

B . . . 4:00 Breakout Groups—FEducation Study Group Meeting,

e a part of the Kansas League in action. The Salina .
. . New and Old Board Members Meeting
members can attend for only $15! The Salina League will 5:00 Council ends
: u

cover all our other costs . RSVP to a board member.
I WELCOME NEW SALINA LEAGUE MEMBER, LORI BLAKE I

She describes her interests as
“education, human rights, health and

Lorti Blake, Executive Director of
CAPS (Child Advocacy and Parenting

board. She is vice president of the Kan-
sas Association of School Boards where

Services), was a past League member
and wants again to be a part of its non-
partisan approach. When a recent copy
of the VOTER newsletter came across
her desk, “I quickly sent in my member-
ship to remain connected to another
perception of local concerns away from
the mainstream media,” Lori said.

Loti is an elected member of the
Southeast of Salina (USD 305) school

she represents Region 5. She was previ-
ously a case manager and Human Re-
sources Manager at Choices Network,
the Volunteer & Partners Coordinator
for USD 305, Assistant Director at
CAPS and a personnel supervisor for
Olmsted Staffing Services.

She is married to Keith Blake. They
have three children at Southeast of Sa-
line: Madeline, Braxton and Keaton.

wellness, music, all my children’s inter-
ests, KU Basketball and KC Royals.”
She says, “I am deeply concerned with
our society's apathetic approach to our
government. We must do a better job
of educating children and citizens about
the importance of their right to vote. 1
am equally frightened by the intolerance
many have for those they fear or with

whom they disagree.” Welcome, Lori!
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2016 SPRING LUNCH & LEARN REPORTS

Spring Lunch and Learn programs
are all wrapped up.

January’s program was Don Wag-
ner’s fascinating tale of Eastern Red
Cedar trees run amok in Kansas. The
trees were introduced to the region dec-
ades ago, part of the dust bowl wind-
breaks, and they have increasingly en-
croached on prairie grasslands, crowding
out the grasses in many areas, especially
eastern-to-central Kansas and Okla-
homa, sucking water from the soil, turn-
ing prairies into forests that are prohibi-
tively expensive to remove
and eliminating much of .
the native wildlife habitat.
The seeds are spread by
the growing flocks of
starlings, also an inva-
sive species, and the
seeds sprout much
more readily when
processed through
the birds’ diges-
tive system. The
problem has no
ready solution at this point.

.
A&
v,

In February, TALKSalina ex-
pressed its
vision for a
community of
people who
talk to each
other about
important
public issues
even when
they disagree.

Thea Nietfeld and Greg Stephens
discussed the process of holding inten-
sive community discussions. At the
time of their presentation, TALKSalina
had held a public deliberation on Mental
Health - how to deal with the effects on
the community — and a public delibera-
tion on the Salina County Jail and Crimi-
nal Justice in Salina — how to proceed
after Salina voters defeated a measure to
construct a new jail facility.

After their February Lunch &
Learn, they sponsored a public delibera-
tion on Early Childhood Development
and what the community’s responsibili-
ties are in that arena.

SALINA

Talk and Listen Kansas

In March we had a pictorial pre-
view by Mark Neubrand of the May 1
Discover Salina Naturally.

Since 2012, this yearly event has
filled up Lakewood Park with displays
and demonstrations promoting
“sustainability for the Salina Community
through cultural, historic and environ-
mental education.”

Presenters include everything from
telescopes to mountain men re-enactors,
zoo animals to native plants, rain barrels
to face painting. Don’t miss this fun and
eye-opening event.

Contact a Salina LWV board mem-
ber if you have suggestions for Lunch &
Learn programs in September, October
or November.

REPORT ON LEAGUE DAY AT THE CAPITOL

Report by Lori Trow

Our annual League Day at the Capitol
was held on Thursday February 25 at
the Topeka Public Library. There were
members from every League in the state.

Our liaison Paul Johnson was our first
speaker. He gave a brief overview of
what is going on at the State Capitol. (I
hope you read the E-Reports he puts
together every other week that Carla
sends to you.)

Our next speaker was Cille King, State
Voter Services Chair. She told us about
the Voting Rights Bills proposed by the
League. Oletha Faust-Goudeau, Senator
from Sedgwick County (and, I believe, a
League member) sponsored the follow-
ing bills: 1. Allow Saturday and/or Sun-
day Voting during early voting (this
would be up to the local County Elec-
tion Officer.); 2. Permanent Advance

Voting Form; 3. Place the word

CITIZEN on your Drivers License,
and this would replace the need for
your birth certificate when regis-
tering to vote.

Over lunch we broke out
into several groups. Mike
[Lori’s husband, League
member Mike Trow] at-
tended the study group
for Education. They
mapped out what they
will be studying. I attended the Mem-
bership group. We talked about places
to register voters (they liked what we are
doing outside the Tag Office) and ways
to be seen out in the public. Some ideas
were: high schools and colleges, and
partnering with local groups in your
community.

Our afternoon session speakers were

l two journalists from the Topeka Capi-

tol Journal: Tim Carpenter, State-
house Bureau Chief, and Celiac Louis
Jepsen, Education Editor. They
talked about transparency in our
legislature and an update on
education funding in the leg-
islature.

Over lunch, we also

watched 3 videos—they
are on You Tube:

1. “Your Right to
Vote—Kansas Campus Initiative,” pro-
duced by the state League in coopera-
tion with Washburn Univer-
sity. 2. “How to Caucus,” produced by
Emporia State University. 3. Lady
Gaga, “Bad Romance.” This video was
shown at the National Council last year.

It was a great meeting and good turn-
out.
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LWVK Co-President testifies before the Kansas Human Rights Commission

January 28, 2016

I am Marge Ahrens, Co-President,
League of Women Voters of Kansas.
The League has worked since its creation
95 years ago to protect the vote for all
citi zens and to educate those citizens on
public policy issues so that their votes
will be informed.

The League testified
against the Safe and Fair
Elections (S.A.F.E.) Act
in the Kansas Legislature
in 2011 and 2012, and
we have stated our con-
cerns about the law since
it went into effect. It
was our belief—and is
now our expetience—
that the law creates un-
necessary confusion,
complexity, cost, uncertainty and anxiety
for vulnerable classes of potential voters
in Kansas. The law has amplified the
breach between potential voters and
their government. That breach already
shows up in our young people’s distrust
of government and low rates of voter
registration (14%) and voter turnout
(45% in the nation).

Prior to implementation of the
S.A.F.E. Act, Leagues in Kansas regis-
tered thousands of voters from Wichita
to Leavenworth and Great Bend to
Johnson County. We registered high
school seniors, college students, and the
adults at public libraries, churches, com-
munity centers and naturalization cere-
monies. Voter registration was good for
our members by fulfilling our mission of
strengthening democracy, and of benefit
to citizens by the convenience and assis-
tance in completing their applications.

LWVK chose to proceed with a strong
volunteer effort to overcome the barriers
created by the S.A.F.E. Act—barriers to
registration and barriers to voting. We
researched the functions of copiers and
learned that an image of what is copied
remains on the hard drive of the copier
indefinitely. Citizens registering to vote
need to keep their identification docu-
ments private and not leave duplicates
on others’ equipment. We worked with
election officials in four communities to
bring electronic tablets belonging to the
county to registration drives, so personal

documents could be photographed di-

rectly to county equipment.

We have found, since the S.A.F.E.
Act, that in only one setting are new
voter registrants fully prepared to regis-
ter: naturalization ceremonies. The per-
centages of complete registrations is high
at naturalization ceremonies. Registra-
tion numbers remain low in the high
school setting because students
often cannot access the neces-
sary documents.

Young adults and the poor move
more often than any other group
and so are less likely to have easy
:access to their citizenship docu-
“ments. If a person born in Kan-
"sas wishes to obtain a free Kan-
sas birth certificate, he or she is
required to deliver two valid
proofs of identity—such as a
Social Security card, a pay stub,
bank statement or car registration—to
the Bureau of Vital Statistics. Both or-
ganization and transportation are re-
quired.

If the person was born out-of-state
and lacks an identity document, the reg-
istrant must order the out-of-state docu-
ment by phone, letter or internet, pay
whatever fee is required and wait the
time it takes to receive a copy from the
distant state. Phones, computers and
multi-layered efforts are difficult for
those of few means. The person then
can complete a Kansas Voter Registra-
tion Form and carry the new proof of
citizenship to the local election of-
fice. Then to receive the photo ID
needed to actually vote, the individual
takes proof of voter registration to the
Department of Motor Vehicles, signs
one affidavit requesting the non-driver
photo 1D for voting purposes, and an-
other affidavit stating, under the threat
of perjury, they have no other govern-
ment issued 1D, and obtain a free non-
driver ID. Finally, if they can get to the
polls or can register for a permanent
advanced mail-in ballot, the individual
can vote.

The League maintains that govern-
ment functions and processes need to be
understandable and accessible. Our ex-
perience across the state is that Kansas
citizens are not registering to vote be-
cause of the complexity of the law and
the confusion and uncertainty it creates.
We have seen a significant drop in regis-

tered Kansas voters between 2012 and
2015.

MISUNDERSTANDINGS

Examples of misunderstandings of
the so called “S.A.F.E” laws include:

1. A poll worker in Topeka refuses a
citizen’s driver’s license as required
“photo ID” because it has an address
different from the rolls—but the law
does not require a current address on the
1D.

2. An employee of the Kansas Secre-
tary of State’s Office rejects a college
student ID because it does not come
from a Kansas Board of Regents institu-
tion—but the law allows student IDs
from ANY accredited school of higher
education in Kansas.

3. Election officials in two large Kan-
sas communities tell League members
not to use the Federal Voter Registration
Form, because it complicates the voting
process—but the National Voter Regis-
tration Act requires that the form be
available.

League experience across the state
reflects the frustration and hurt of large
numbers of citizens under the S.A.F.E.
Act.

COMPLEXITY & CONFUSION

Here are some examples we have seen
of how the law is applied in all of its
complexity and confusion:

1. A Native American woman born in
Oklahoma moves from California to
Topeka with a Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) catd as her ID. She had no drivet’s
license in California. The BIA card is
allowed as proof of citizenship, so she
can register to vote, but it is not allowed
at the Department of Motor Vehicles as
proof of identity in order to get the
Voter ID card that she needs when she
arrives at the poll to vote. She can regis-
ter to vote in Kansas but she cannot
vote.

2. In a voter registration effort in
Wichita, ten citizens wished to register,
but none was are able to do so. Four
took forms home with instructions to
find and bring in documents to their
election office. Two 18-year-old His-
panic women were enthusiastic about
their chance to vote but were deflated by
knowledge that they will have to pay for

(Continued on page 7)
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Paul Johnson’s 2016 Legislative E-Report #12
(How things stand until the Veto Session April 27)

March 25, 2016
SPRING BREAK

The 2016 Kansas Legislature has
rushed to finish the regular session and
leave town. The veto session will begin
on April 27. Will Kansas revenues in
March again fall short of estimates?
What will the consensus revenue experts
estimate on April 20 for state revenues
for the next 30 months? Match collec-
tions may be down again from the No-
vember consensus estimates. February
collections wete off $54 million. The
April consensus estimates may also be
lowered — maybe down $150 million -
putting the 2017 state budget further
under water. If this happens, the veto
session will be a blame game of who is
responsible and whether the Legislature
should find a balanced solution or leave
the mess to a lame duck Governor.

Before leaving town, the Senate
and House passed school funding
legislation dealing with equity in
regards to capital outlays, state
aid, and local option budget aid to
the 286 school districts - as ot-
dered by the Kansas Supreme
Court. There was no new money
added to the school block grant
for 2017 just money moved out of
the ‘extraordinary needs fund.’
There is debate over the true eq-
uity of this formula for poorer
school districts versus the wealthi-
est. While the wealthiest districts in
Johnson County supported the bill,
Wichita and Kansas City, KS opposed
the bill. They believe this bill - Senate
Sub. for House Bill 2655 - has the po-
tential to widen the gap between prop-
erty rich and property poor districts by
reducing equalization aid for local oper-
ating budgets. The Governor is expected
to sign this bill, and it will then be pre-
sented to the Kansas Supreme Court for
their judgment. Since this legislation
redistributes dollars without new fund-
ing, schools are self-funding this plan
and districts like Wichita — the largest in
Kansas with 51,000 students — are con-
sidering layoffs because of increased
costs and flat funding.

-

VOODOO LEGISLATING

After a leisurely regular session with
fewer committee meetings than normal
and even fewer floor debates, the rush is
on at the end of the session to pull out
the legislative ploys to limit full debates
by both chambers. The strategy starts
with taking a bill that has passed one
chamber, gutting the contents of that
bill and inserting a different bill. This
gutted bill is then passed by the second
chamber and sent back to the first
chamber for a vote to concur with this
new bill ot send it to a conference com-
mittee of three House members and
three Senators. This conference commit-
tee has the chairpersons and vice-chairs
of the appropriate committees along
with the ranking minority members.
Numerous bills on the same topic that
have usually passed one of the chambers
can be selected to be packaged into one
mega-bill. This allows
marginal or controver-
sial bills to be linked to
very popular bills and
passed by members
holding their noses.
Such was the case with
the school funding
equity bill that the Sen-
ate shoved into a
House Bill and sent
back to the House for
an up or down vote
without the ability to amend the bill on
the House floor. Conference committee
reports can be amended and fine-tuned
in the conference committee but cannot
be amended on the floor. The first con-
ference committee report requires com-
plete agreement by all six members. If
that agreement is not reached, a second
conference committee is appointed, and
it takes only four votes by the majority
party to bring the conference report to
the floor.

One example of this voodoo legislat-
ing is the insertion of Senate Bill 384 —
an act to eviscerate the 1975 Kansas
Nongame and Endangered Species Con-
servation Act — into House Bill 2547
that names a small KDWPT-owned bi-

son herd after a former legislator. This
combination bill passed the Senate 39 to
1, but the House will not hold a full
committee hearing on SB 384 and study
its potential impact on endangered spe-
cies. The new HB 2547 was not con-
curred to by the House, so it has been
placed into a conference committee that
will start meeting in the veto session.
Special language was added in the Senate
committee—an exemption for a Threat-
ened and Endangered permit -
‘registrations and certifications’. There is
no definition of what this means, and
the Kansas Department of Wildlife,
Patks and Tourism is unsure what the
special interests are trying to exempt.
This may preclude the review of sub-
stantial feedlot expansions and other
activities on the landscape or tie up chal-
lenges in endless litigation. Unless there
is clarity on the definition and purpose,
this language should be removed in con-
ference.

A second example of this type of leg-
islating is the water bill — Senate Sub-
stitute for House Bill 2059. This
started out as Senate Bill 322 and was
inserted into House Bill 2059 in the Sen-
ate Natural Resources committee. The
bill sets up a regulatory process for the
Kansas Department of Agriculture to
appropriate surface waters that would
otherwise leave the state. This bill was
requested by groundwater management
districts in southwestern Kansas whete
the Ogallala aquifer is rapidly declining.
This bill could start a water war with
Missouti and other downstream states.
No one knows how much of the Mis-
souri River Kansas can claim. A pro-
posed 360-mile aqueduct is estimated to
cost $18 billion to build and another
$400 million annually to maintain. The
Kansas Water Office would rather de-
velop a compact with neighboring states
than give Kansans the right to divert
water. This bill passed the Senate on a
close vote of 22 to 18 and is now in a
conference committee for the veto ses-
sion.

LEGISLATION to the GOVERNOR

Senate Bill 314 extends the ‘local
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Legislative E-Report #12, continued

food and farm’ task force for one more
year. The task force will produce a sec-
ond report for the Kansas Legislature to
be delivered next January. While Kan-
sans spend over $770 million annually
on fruits and vegetables, only $32 mil-
lion (4%) is grown in Kansas. This task
force will also research opportunities for
local meat processing. Kansas has 45
state-inspected meat plants where meat
can be sold commercially in Kansas and
40 custom plants where meat is proc-
essed but cannot be sold commercially.
Kansas has very few meat processors
that handle live poultry.

Senate Bill 338 gives cities more op-
tions to rehabilitate abandoned property.
This legislation took several years of
hearings and discussion before it passed
this year, 32 to 8 in the Senate, and 79 to
44 in the House.

Senate Bill 367 is a fundamental re-
write of the juvenile justice system. Af-
ter two years of work by a special work
group of legislators and stakeholders

plus research provided by the Pew
Charitable Trust, this bill passed the
Senate 40 to 0 and the House 118 to 5.
Finding adequate funding for commu-
nity and alternative settings for juvenile
offenders will be a challenge.
LEGISLATION
IN THE VETO SESSION

Senate Sub. for House Bill 2088 is a
property tax lid on cities and counties
starting January 1, 2017, with certain
exemptions for law enforcement and
emergency service personnel—it’s an-
other example of a senate bill (SB 316)
put in a house bill and sent back to the
House on a vote of the Senate 24 — 16.
This bill was put in a tax conference
committee that will be handled in the
veto session.

Senate Bill 439 expands the grounds
of impeachment for justices and certain
statewide executive officeholders such
as the Governor. Kansas would be the
first state in the country to list impeach-

ment offenses such as usurping the
power of the other branches of govern-
ment, introducing arbitrary power or
being discourteous towards certain per-
sons. This bill barely passed the Senate
21 to 19. It goes to the House Judiciary
committee for a fate uncertain.

House Bill 2595 would reserve to the
Legislature the regulation of food nutri-
tion information and prohibit the State
and local units of government from es-
tablishing or enforcing policies pertain-
ing to a license or permit issued on con-
dition of food nutrition information or
food-based health disparities. The loca-
tions where food is grown, distributed,
sold or served would be regulated by the
Legislature. On the House floor, an
amendment was accepted taking the
zoning provisions out of this bill. There
is great uncertainty on what this bill ac-
tually means now. It passed the House
89 to 34. It is assigned to the Sen. Com-
merce committee for the veto session.

LWVK TESTIMONY BEFORE THE KANSAS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (cont.)

(Continued from page 5)

copies of their birth certificates from a
distant state in order to vote in Kansas.
An out-of-state birth certificate costs an
average of $45 and can cost as much as
$75 and take six weeks to arrive.

3. A homeless woman in Wichita
made eight attempts to get a free photo
ID at the DMV. She was told she
needed a copy of her marriage license in
addition to the divorce papers she had
brought. Only when a reporter accom-
panied her was she given the ID she
needed to vote.

4. A homeless youth, born at home in
Kansas without a birth certificate, was
unable to meet the qualifications for a
free photo ID and so could not register.

5. A man who had voted for decades
moved his wife to another county for
assisted living. Because his notice of
registration to vote was undeliverable at
his original home and was returned to
the election office after he moved, he
was removed from the voter registration
rolls. He then had to produce proof of
citizenship to register again in another
Kansas county.

6. A three-week voter registration
drive at Washburn Univ. in fall 2015

brought 400 interested students to regis-
tration tables. Only 75 students were
able to complete their registrations dur-
ing the three weeks because of the need
to find and copy proof of citizenship.

7. An low-income elderly African
American woman whose purse was sto-
len asked her pastor to help her register
to vote and obtain a photo ID. After
three hours of riding and coaching, she
obtained a birth certificate from one
agency, registered to vote at another
several miles away, and got a photo ID
from a third in another part of town. In
the process, she has signed four affida-
vits under penalty of perjury, and her
pastor has donated three hours and
transportation to enable her to exercise
her constitutional right to vote.

8. A Leavenworth high school senior
born in another country where her fa-
ther was stationed in the military cannot
vote because she cannot locate her birth
certificate.

LWVK believes that the S.A.F.E. Act
was conceived without an understanding
of what it is like to be the Kansas young,
the old and the persons of limited
means—and to make daily resource de-
cisions. The Act threatens potential

voter with felonies, fines and incarcera-
tion and purports to rectify “fraud.” It
takes little to drive away those who have
limited power already.

LWVK also believes the S.A.F.E. Act
was conceived without concern for the
resource costs to citizens or the volun-
teer and local government staff who
take seriously the goal of helping Kansas
citizens register to vote. League volun-
teers have gone so far as purchasing out-
of-state birth certificates for Kansans
who could not afford to purchase them.
Local election offices in 105 counties
attempted to help citizens with incom-
plete registrations under the S.A.F.E.
Act at a cost of $5 per attempt, five dif-
ferent times in some locales, with little
success.

The S.A.F.E. ACT has the effect of
classism. It creates a hostile environ-
ment for vulnerable citizens in its con-
fusing complexity. It has created fear of
prosecution among law-abiding citizens.
It interferes with the most essential sig-
nature of a democracy: the right to the
vote. The League of Women Voters is a
voice speaking for those who cannot
speak out because they have been disen-
franchised by this law.
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Salina, KS 67402-0502
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JOIN US

JOIN IN THE ACTION: Become a member of the League of Women Voters of
Salina or renew your League Membership. There is no better time than NOW

for you to join the League. Please take a moment now to become a member.
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY/STATE/ZIP:
PHONE: EMAIL:
Yes, | want to add my voice to yours by joining the League at the following level:
Single Membership (circle one)
Contributing Level $55.00
Sustaining Level $47.00
Family Membership (circle one)
Contributing Level $80.00
Sustaining Level $68.00
Student Membership $20.00

| am unable to join the League at this time, but enclosed is my contribution of $

For more information, please contact: ~ David Norlin, Membership Chair
608 E. Republic, Salina, Kansas 67401
Telephone: 825-7847 Email: davidnor@sbcglobal.net

Make checks payable to: The League of Women Voters of Salina, and mail to PO Box 502, Salina, KS 67402-0502.



